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MESSAGE 
 

 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

FčtofqbčqefpčibqqbočcoljčqebčFR@K,PP@čIb^abop$čJbbqfkdčfkč>_rčAe^_f+čPljbčlcčlroč@v`^ačPmb`f^ifpqčDolrmč^obč^qqbkafkd)č^kačfq is 

great to catch up and to absorb the great energy and enthusiasm here for Species Conservation. Our cycad group is moving forward 

solidly, and this gathering provides inspiration on how to further advance our efforts on behalf of the cycads.    

I am excited to share CYCADS volume 4 with you! These pages contain a diverse selection of current science on the geography, 

evolution, and conservation of these living treasures. Two feature articles present an important advance in cycad ecology from 

Brazil, as well as a historical retrospective on the Mexican National Cycad Collection. The history provided by Dr. Vovides and his 

colleagues highlights the great value in collaboration among organizations and people to advance cycad science and conservation ¬ 

those international links forged over the decades will create further successes   

Please let me also make an important announcement: the PROCEEDINGS OF CYCAD 2015 are on the way! We will publish this work as 

a special upcoming volume of CYCADS. Thank you to all who have submitted their papers ¬ I look forward to sharing these with 

you very soon. It will be great to add this anthology to the unbroken chain of volumes going back to the very first cycad conference 

¬ another example of how our Cycad Specialist Group keeps doing great things.  

Here, among the gathered worldwide leaders of dozens of Specialist Groups, our TEAM CYCAD is held up as an example of a high-

functioning, well-organized and productive network. Bravo ¬ you earned those compliments! The diligent work of each member 

(see page 21) acting in concert moves cycad conservation forward. It is wonderful to be a part of such a great team ¬ ibq$pčhbbmč

that great momentum as we enter the next decade! 
 

Thank you,  
 

Patrick Griffith  

Co-Chair, IUCN/SSC Cycad Specialist Group  

Executive Director, Montgomery Botanical Center, Florida  

�. patrick@montgomerybotanical.org 

Cycas cairnsiana in Queensland, Australia; I was honored to have the privilege to work with Manuel Lujan Anzola and Nathalie 

Nagalingum this year. Their innovative survey and genetic methods build a greater understanding of Cycas conservation ¬ I 

anticipate you will read the results in a future issue!  
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