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MESSAGE 
 

 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

A very informative issue awaits you -- I am excited to see the important content assembled here. These pages show both the 

severity of threats our beloved cycads face, as well as the wide diversity of approaches and techniques needed to stop the loss of 

these living treasures.  
 

I am especially encouraged by the engagement and expertise brought forward to address these threats. These pages show how 

many kinds of methods are needed help preserve these plants -- genetics, horticulture, seedbanking, and even armed deterrence. I 

believe all of these methods are essential to preventing cycads extinctions, so I am glad to see our group exploring all possibilities. 

Integrating these ideas and practices into the broader framework of our Specialist Group strategy will lead to many positive 

outcomes.  
 

I am also glad to see the detailed attention being given to cycad collections. Our strategy recognizes the vital role that assurance 

colonies play to prevent catastrophic loss. My own studies in this area have convinced me that the best path forward is to share 

these vital resources, and steward them collaboratively ¬ the genetic evidence clearly points that way. Adapting the mindset of 

zoos can help us help cycads in this regard.  
 

I am honored to have the opportunity to discuss in these pages, with my colleague Michael Calonje, our own collection at 

Montgomery. As I have said before to this esteemed Group ¬ our collection is your collection+čJlkqdljbov$pčtlohčabmbkapčlkčvlroč

input, collaboration and expertise, so we grow these plants for you.   
 

This is our decade to prevent cycad extinctions ¬ keep up the great work and let no cycad vanish!  
 

Thank you,  
 

Patrick Griffith  

Co-Chair, IUCN/SSC Cycad Specialist Group  

Executive Director, Montgomery Botanical Center, Florida  

ṁpatrick@montgomerybotanical.org 
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Dioon merolae  in natural habitat                                                                                                                           Photo by Takuro Ito 
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